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carried every sort of weapon. Seen by the flickering light
of the lamps, nothing could be more picturesque than the
assembly; but I was more impressed by astonishment
and a little apprehension as to what it could mean.
In a minute the mystery was explained. The head of
the police rode up and informed me that we had arrived
at the Seths' house, and that the barricade was one they
had erected to keep off the mob. The armed men were
levies they had raised to defend it. While this informa-
tion was being imparted, a man appeared preceded by two
torch-bearers. He issued some orders, the armed men
moved on one side, and the carriage passed through the
barricade by a narrow aperture just wide enough to admit
it. Beyond the barricade the street was empty and
nearly dark; two immense buildings rose on either side.
The carriage stopped again, a crowd of servants advanced,
requested us to alight, and preceded us down a very nar-
roy, dark lane. We presently came to a stone gateway,
where, surrounded by torch-bearers and a still larger
crowd of servants, we found the two Seths standing
waiting to receive us.
They welcomed us to their house with great polite-
ness, and conducted us through the gateway, which, I
rioticed, was filled with armed men, to a courtyard. We
crossed the court to a small door, and ascended a very
narrow, winding staircase. The staircase was of stone,
and so narrow that only one of us could ascend at a time.
It was also extremely steep, and full of sharp turns at
right angles. After mounting to a great height, we came
out on a broad stone terrace. On it a white cloth was
spread and chairs, arranged, on which, at the request of
the Seths, we sat down. The Seths seated themselves by
us, the attendants stood aside, and the torch-bearers
retired. When iny -eyes had become accustomed to the